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 This edition of my bi-monthly President’s Message comes to you from the maternity 
waiting room in the Goshen, Indiana General Hospital.  It’s early August and our daughter, 
Jessica, and her wonderful husband Matt Miles are a few doors down the hall trying to get 

for over 12 hours starting at 2:00 a.m., and we were both exhausted by the time Jess greeted us 
in the delivery room.  I had mixed emotions leaving my wife and new baby at the hospital while 
driving home, alone.  I entered a very quiet house, and walked into our living room.  I was very 

to play a few records.  As I looked through my collection, I stumbled upon “Ten Little Fingers and Ten Little 

McCormick Family folklore.   The story has been retold again and again.  What was once Tim’s antique toy became the 
family Victrola. 

 I have threatened to gift Matt and Jess with their own Victrola 
for some time, but my common sense and practical half, Cindy, gently 
reminds me that they currently don’t have room for a large Victrola.  As 
the delivery date crept closer, I couldn’t control the impulse to locate a 
copy of “Ten Little Fingers and Ten Little Toes” any longer.  I requested 
to purchase a copy from Darrell Lehman.  As it turned out, Darrell, the 
sweetheart that he is, mailed a copy of this record plus several other 
child titles as a gift.  I loaded the records and a Victor Victrola VV-

a closet if they want) into my vehicle and headed to Northern Indiana.  
As it turned out, the gift of the antique phonograph and records was a 
good call.  Matt enjoys moving the “Model 8” to the dining room table 
and playing a record now and again.  I included a reproduction of the 
original Victor owner’s manual, and I believe Matt has already read it.

 I look forward to leaving this hospital, driving to Matt and 
Jess’s home and participating in a new tradition, once again hearing 
Billy Murray sing, “Ten Little Fingers and Ten Little Toes.”  Life just 

toes)

Enthusiastically Yours,

Tim

MAPS-ITG.org and we’ll have an election on the spot.

Grandma McCormick
carrying on a conversation

with baby Seanan.

By Tim McCormick
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